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The disclosure is related to providing a mobile payment
service without revealing an actual payment card number.
User equipment may be configured to receive a set of virtual
mobile payment card numbers assigned to a mobile payment
card, to select one of the received virtual mobile payment
card numbers based on a payment initiation time upon
generation of a predetermined event, and to transmit a
payment request with the selected virtual mobile payment
card number and the payment initiation time to the server
through at least one of a point-of-sale (POS) terminal and a
value-added network (VAN) server.
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1
SECURITY IN MOBILE PAYMENT SERVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO PRIOR
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C.
§119 to Korean Patent Application No. 10-2012-0127707
(filed on Nov. 12, 2012), which is hereby incorporated by
reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Lately, consumers are able to make payments through
various types of payment means including payment cards.
The payment card is a card that might be used by a consumer
and accepted by a merchant to make a payment for purchas-
ing a good or a service. The payment card includes a credit
card, a debit card, an automated teller machine (ATM), a
charge card, a stored-value card, a gift card, and so forth.

Due to advanced technologies of mobile devices, con-
sumers frequently want to make payments using a mobile
payment service. The mobile payment service is also
referred to as mobile money or a mobile wallet. The mobile
payment service is a payment service that enables a con-
sumer to make payment via a mobile device based on a
predetermined financial arrangement. Instead of making a
payment with cash, a consumer can use a mobile device such
as user equipment such as a smart phone to pay for a wide
range of services and goods. The mobile payment service
might be a different application for a form of a payment card.
For example, a payment card might be issued through a
mobile device and digitally installed in the mobile device.
Furthermore, many payment card companies (e.g., credit
card companies) provide a digital version of a payment card
that can be digitally installed in a mobile device and used as
a mobile payment.

Due to various convenient features thereof, the mobile
payment service has been popular among consumers. In
general, a mobile payment service is provided by transmit-
ting information on a mobile payment card to third parties of
a payment processing system, such as a point-of-sale (POS)
terminal and a value added network (VAN) server. For
example, user equipment provides payment card informa-
tion including an actual card number of a mobile payment
card to the POS terminal and the POS terminal transmits the
received payment card information to the VAN server. That
is, the payment card information including the mobile pay-
ment card number is revealed to the POS terminal and the
VAN server. Such payment card information might be
illegally captured by the third parties or from a data path to
the third parties.

SUMMARY

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that is further described below
in the Detailed Description. This summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed
subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope
of the claimed subject matter.

Embodiments of the present invention overcome the
above disadvantages and other disadvantages not described
above. Also, the present invention is not required to over-
come the disadvantages described above, and an embodi-
ment of the present invention may not overcome any of the
problems described above.
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In accordance with an aspect of the present embodiment,
a mobile payment service is provided without revealing a
mobile payment card number to third parties of a payment
processing system.

In accordance with another aspect of the present embodi-
ment, a payment made using a mobile payment card is
processed based on one of virtual mobile payment card
numbers assigned to the mobile payment card.

In accordance with still another aspect of the present
embodiment, the virtual mobile payment card numbers
change according to a payment initiation time.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, a method
may be provided for providing a mobile payment service
using a virtual mobile payment card number. The method
includes receiving, from a server, a set of virtual mobile
payment card numbers assigned to a mobile payment card
issued to user equipment, selecting one of the received
virtual mobile payment card numbers based on a payment
initiation time upon generation of a predetermined event,
and transmitting a payment request with the selected virtual
mobile payment card number and the payment initiation
time to the server through at least one of a point-of-sale
(POS) terminal and a value-added network (VAN) server.

The method may further include storing the received
virtual mobile payment card numbers each assigned with a
predetermined valid time period in association with infor-
mation on the issued mobile payment card in a format of a
mapping table. The method may further include confirming
a current date and time as the payment initiation time when
a payment process is initiated, selecting a virtual mobile
payment card number having a valid time period matched
with the payment initiation time, and generating the pay-
ment request to include information on the selected virtual
mobile payment card number with the payment initiation
time.

Such transmitting may include transmitting the payment
request with the selected virtual mobile payment card num-
ber and the payment initiation time to the POS terminal. The
POS terminal transmits the received payment request with
the selected virtual mobile payment card number and the
payment initiation time to the VAN server and the VAN
server transmits the received payment request with the
selected virtual mobile payment card number and the pay-
ment initiation time to the server.

The receiving may include receiving a new set of virtual
mobile payment card numbers at a regular interval from the
server, updating a previous set of virtual mobile payment
card numbers with the new set of virtual mobile payment
card numbers, and storing the updated set of virtual mobile
payment card numbers each assigned with a predetermined
valid time period in association with information on the
issued mobile payment card in a format of a mapping table.

The set of virtual mobile payment card numbers includes
a predetermined number of virtual mobile card numbers.
Each virtual mobile payment card number is assigned with
a predetermined valid time period. Each virtual payment
card number has a numeral format identical to the issued
mobile payment card. Each virtual payment card number has
an issuer identifier identical the issued mobile payment card.
Each virtual payment card number has an account number
different from an actual account number of the issued mobile
payment card. Each virtual payment card number has a
unique account number different from other virtual payment
card numbers assigned to the same issued mobile payment
card. Each virtual payment card number has a unique
account number included in a predetermined virtual number
range. Each virtual payment card number has a check digit
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indicating a virtual mobile payment card number. Each
virtual mobile payment card number has a sequence of
sixteen numeral digits. Each virtual mobile payment card
number includes first six numeral digits indicating an issuer
identifier and identical to the issued mobile payment card
and next nine numeral digits indicating an account number,
and included in a predetermined virtual payment card num-
ber range.

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the present
disclosure, a method may be provided for providing a
mobile payment service using virtual mobile payment card
numbers. The method of a server includes generating a set
of virtual mobile payment card numbers associated with a
mobile payment card issued by the server or registered at the
server through user equipment, storing the set of virtual
mobile payment card numbers in association with informa-
tion on the mobile payment card in a format of a mapping
table, and providing the set of virtual mobile payment card
numbers to the user equipment having the mobile payment
card.

The generating includes generating a predetermined num-
ber of virtual mobile card numbers as the set of virtual
mobile payment card numbers assigned to the issued mobile
payment card, generating each virtual mobile payment card
number assigned with a predetermined valid time period,
generating each virtual payment card number to have a
numeral format identical to the issued mobile payment card,
generating each virtual payment card number to have an
issuer identifier identical the issued mobile payment card,
generating each virtual payment card number to have an
account number different from an actual account number of
the issued mobile payment card, and generating each virtual
payment card number to have an unique account number
different from other virtual payment card numbers assigned
to the same issued mobile payment card.

The generating further includes generating each virtual
payment card number to have a unique account number
included in a predetermined virtual number range, and
generating each virtual payment card number to have a
check digit indicating a virtual mobile payment card num-
ber.

The generating includes generating each virtual mobile
payment card number to have a sequence of sixteen numeral
digits, generating each virtual mobile payment card number
to include first six numeral digits indicating an issuer
identifier and identical to the issued mobile payment card
and generating each virtual mobile payment card number to
include next nine numeral digits indicating an account
number and included in a predetermined virtual payment
card number range.

The method further includes generating a new set of
virtual mobile payment card numbers at a predetermined
regular interval, updating a previous set of virtual mobile
payment card numbers with the new set of virtual mobile
payment card numbers and storing the updated set of virtual
mobile payment card numbers each assigned with a prede-
termined valid time period in association with information
on the issued mobile payment card in a format of a mapping
table, and providing the new set of virtual mobile payment
card numbers to the user equipment including the issued
mobile payment card.

The method further includes receiving a payment request
from the user equipment having the issued mobile payment
card through at least one of a point-of-sale (POS) terminal
and a value added network (VAN) server, determining
whether the received payment request is made using a
virtual mobile payment card number or not, obtaining a
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virtual mobile payment card number from the received
payment request when the received payment request is
determined as being made using the virtual mobile payment
card number, searching for an actual mobile payment card
number of the issued mobile payment card based on the
obtained virtual mobile payment card number, and perform-
ing a payment approval procedure with the actual mobile
payment card number

The determining includes obtaining an account number of
a mobile payment card number included in the received
payment request, determining whether the obtained account
number is included in a predetermined virtual card number
range, and confirming that the received payment request is
made using the virtual mobile payment card number when
the obtained account number is included in the predeter-
mined virtual card number range. The method further
includes transmitting a result of the payment approval
procedure to the user equipment through at least one of the
POS terminal and the VAN server.

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the present
disclosure, user equipment is provided for providing a
mobile payment service using a virtual mobile payment card
number. The user equipment configured to receive, from a
server, a set of virtual mobile payment card numbers
assigned to a mobile payment card issued to user equipment,
to select one of the received virtual mobile payment card
numbers based on a payment initiation time upon generation
of a predetermined event, and to transmit a payment request
with the selected virtual mobile payment card number and
the payment initiation time to the server through at least one
of'a point-of-sale (POS) terminal and a value-added network
(VAN) server.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and/or other aspects of the present invention
will become apparent and more readily appreciated from the
following description of embodiments, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a payment card processing system in
accordance with at least one embodiment;

FIG. 2 illustrates a typical method of processing a pay-
ment made using a mobile payment card;

FIG. 3 illustrates a method of processing a payment made
through a virtual mobile payment card number in accor-
dance with at least one embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates user equipment for making a payment
using a mobile payment card without revealing a mobile
payment card number to third parties of a payment process-
ing system in accordance with at least one embodiment; and

FIG. 5 illustrates a payment service server for processing
a payment made using a virtual mobile card number in
accordance with at least one embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments of
the present invention, examples of which are illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference numer-
als refer to like elements throughout. The embodiments are
described below, in order to explain the present invention by
referring to the figures.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, payment
card information is prevented from being revealed to third
parties in a payment processing system, such as a point-of-
sale (POS) terminal and a value-added network (VAN)
server, while making a payment using a payment card. In
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order to prevent the revealing of the payment card informa-
tion to third parties, a payment made through a payment card
is processed using one of virtual payment card numbers
assigned to the payment card. Hereinafter, such a payment
card processing system for preventing the revealing of
payment card information to third parties in accordance with
at least one embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 illustrates a payment card processing system in
accordance with at least one embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 1, a payment card processing system
includes user equipment 100, POS terminal 200, VAN server
300, and payment service server 400. User equipment 100
may be coupled to POS terminal 200 through a wireless
communication link and POS terminal 200, VAN server 300,
and payment service server 400 may be coupled to each
other through various types of communication networks.

User equipment 100 is an electronic device that provides
a consumer with a mobile payment service. The mobile
payment service enables a user to make a payment using a
mobile payment card issued or digitally installed therein.
Such a mobile payment service might be provided through
an application installed in user equipment 100 in connection
with payment service server 400. User equipment 100 may
be any device used directly by an end-user to communicate
and to perform operations associated with the mobile pay-
ment service. User equipment 100 may include a hand-held
telephone, a mobile phone, a smart phone, a personal digital
assistance (PDA), a pad-like device, a laptop computer
equipped with a mobile broadband adapter, and so forth.

The payment card may be a card that can be used by a
cardholder and accepted by a merchant to make a payment
for a purchase or in payment of some other obligation. Such
payment card includes a credit card, a debit card, an auto-
mated teller machine (ATM) card, a charge card, a stored-
value card, a gift card, a membership card, and so forth. The
mobile payment card may be a digital version of a typical
payment card. The mobile payment card may be referred to
as mobile money, mobile money transfer, and mobile wallet.
With the mobile payment card, the mobile payment service
may be provided.

The mobile payment service is a service for making a
payment through a mobile payment card. The mobile pay-
ment service may be operated under financial agreement and
regulation, and performed from or via user equipment 100.
Instead of paying with cash, cheque, or credit cards, a
consumer can use user equipment 100 installed with the
mobile payment card to pay for a wide range of services and
digital or hard goods. In order to provide a mobile payment
service, 1) a payment card may be issued through user
equipment 100, as a mobile payment card, ii) a payment card
may be registered at payment service server 400 through
user equipment 100, or iii) a digital version of a payment
card may be installed in user equipment 100 as a mobile
payment card.

As described, a payment card, as a mobile payment card,
may be issued through user equipment 100 from a related
company such as a bank or a credit card company (e.g.,
payment service server 400). For example, a consumer
applies a predetermined credit card through user equipment
100. Upon the approval of the application thereof, the
consumer might be enable to download a digital version of
the predetermined credit card in user equipment 100 and
installs the downloaded digital version thereof for a mobile
payment service of the predetermined credit card.

Furthermore, a user may register a payment card (e.g., a
typical plastic payment card) at payment service server 400
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through an associated application installed in user equip-
ment 100. For example, user equipment 100 includes a
dedicated application that enables a consumer to register a
typical payment card for a mobile payment service at
payment service server 400 or that enables a consumer to
enter information on a typical payment card (e.g., plastic
payment card). Upon the registration or upon the entering of
the information thereof, user equipment 110 stores informa-
tion on a payment card, as a mobile payment card, in a
memory thereof.

In addition, a digital version of a payment card might be
installed, as a mobile payment card, in user equipment 100
for a mobile payment service. For example, a related com-
pany of a payment card might provide a digital version (e.g.,
App) thereof to a consumer for a mobile payment service. In
this case, a consumer might download such digital version
of a payment means from a related server (e.g., payment
service server 400) and digitally install the downloaded app
in user equipment 100.

Like a typical payment card, a mobile payment card is
assigned with a unique card number. For example, the
unique card number is a sequence of sixteen digit numbers.
The first six digits of the card number are referred to as an
issuer identifier. For example, the first six digits indicate an
issuer identifier and/or routing information. The next nine
digits thereof are referred to as an account number and
indicate an account number of the payment card. The last
one digit is referred to as a check digit.

Typically, user equipment 100 provides payment card
information including such a card number of a mobile
payment card to payment service server 400 through POS
terminal 200 and VAN server 300 when a consumer wants
to make a payment using a mobile payment card of user
equipment 100. That is, the payment card information
including the mobile payment card number is transmitted to
the third parties such as POS terminal 200 and VAN server
300 in order to process a payment made through the mobile
payment card. Since the payment card information is
revealed to third parties such as POS terminal 200 and VAN
server 300, it might be easier to illegally capture the pay-
ment card information from a data path to POS terminal 200
or VAN server 300 and directly from POS terminal 200 or
VAN server 300 as compared to capturing from a data path
to payment service server 400 or directly from payment
service server 400. Accordingly, the system should prevent
such disclosure of payment card information to the third
parties.

In order to prevent such disclosure of payment card
information to third parties, user equipment 100 receives at
least one of virtual payment card numbers generated by a
service server of an associated payment card company (e.g.,
payment service server 400) associated with a mobile pay-
ment card of user equipment 100 in accordance with at least
one embodiment. For example, user equipment 100 receives
a predetermined number of virtual payment card numbers
assigned to a mobile payment card of user equipment 100.
Each virtual payment card number has the same numeral
format as compared to an issued mobile payment card or a
typical mobile payment card. Each virtual payment card
number has the same issuer identifier as compared to the
issued mobile payment card. Each virtual payment card
number has an account number different from that of the
issued mobile payment card and other virtual payment card
numbers assigned to the issued mobile payment card. Each
virtual payment card number has the last digit indicating a
virtual mobile payment card number. Each virtual payment
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card number is mapped to a predetermined valid time period
such as one hour, six hours, a day, a month, and so forth.

The number of virtual payment card numbers assigned to
each mobile payment card, the valid time period assigned to
each virtual payment card number, and a method of selecting
one of virtual payment card numbers may be determined by
a user or a service provider. For example, the number of
virtual payment card numbers is twelve, twenty four, thirty,
or three hundred sixty five, and the valid time period thereof
is two hours, one hour, or a day, respectively. Such a set of
virtual payment card numbers may be regularly updated, for
example, every day, every month, or every year, depending
on the valid time period.

For example, when user equipment 100 receives twenty
four virtual payment card numbers associated with an issued
mobile payment card and each assigned with a valid time
period of one hour, such a set of virtual payment card
numbers may be updated every day by payment service
server 400. Furthermore, when a payment initiation time is
2:15 PM, user equipment 100 selects one assigned with a
valid time period of 2 PM to make a payment.

User equipment 100 selects one of virtual payment card
numbers based on a payment initiation time and uses the
selected virtual payment card number to make a payment.
That is, user equipment 100 i) determines a payment initia-
tion time when a user thereof makes a payment using a
mobile payment card of user equipment 100, ii) selects one
of virtual payment card numbers based on the payment
initiation time, and iii) transmits a payment request to POS
terminal 200 with payment card information including the
selected virtual payment card number and the payment
initiation time. The payment initiation time may be a time
that a consumer initiates a process of making a payment of
a purchase using a mobile payment card in user equipment
100. That is, the payment initiation time may be a time that
a consumer initiates an application for a mobile payment
service or a time that user equipment 100 receives a prede-
termined signal from POS terminal 200, but the present
invention is not limited thereto.

User equipment 100 transmits a payment request with
payment card information including a selected virtual pay-
ment card number and a payment initiation time to payment
service server 400 through POS terminal 200 and VAN
server 300. As described, user equipment 100 does not
reveal or disclose the actual mobile payment card number of
the mobile payment card to POS terminal 200 and/or VAN
server 300 in accordance with at least one embodiment of
the present invention. Since the virtual mobile payment card
number has the same numeral format of the issued mobile
payment card, the virtual mobile payment card number is
compatible with a typical payment processing system such
as POS terminal 200 and VAN server 300.

As described above, user equipment 100 may be coupled
to POS terminal 200 of a merchant through a wireless link
upon the generation of a predetermined event, such as
entering a predetermined radius from POS terminal 200,
touching a predetermined sensor of POS terminal 200,
scanning a predetermined code image displayed on user
equipment 100. POS terminal 200 is a payment terminal of
a merchant at point of sale where a customer makes a
payment to the merchant in exchange for goods or services.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, POS termi-
nal 200 receives a payment request with payment card
information including a virtual payment card number and a
payment initiation time from user equipment 100 instead of
receiving the actual card number of the mobile payment
card. That is, the actual card number of the mobile payment
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card is not revealed to POS terminal 200 in accordance with
at least one embodiment. After the reception of the payment
request, POS terminal 200 delivers the payment request with
the payment card information including the virtual card
number to VAN server 300.

POS terminal 200 also receives a payment approval
message from payment service server 400 through VAN
server 300 and completes a payment process based on the
received payment approval message. After completion, POS
terminal 200 transmits a payment process result message to
user equipment 100.

VAN server 300 is a service server acting as an interme-
diary for providing a payment processing service between
user equipment 100 and payment service server 400 through
POS terminal 200. In general, i) VAN server 300 receives
information on a payment card of a consumer from POS
terminal 200 of a merchant through communication net-
work. ii) VAN server 300 transmits a payment request with
the received payment card information to payment service
server 400 of a payment card company. iii) VAN server 300
may receive a payment approval message from payment
service server 400 and iv) transmit the received request
approval message to POS terminal 200.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, VAN server
300 receives the payment card information including a
virtual payment card number and a payment initiation time
from POS terminal 200 and transfers the received payment
card information to payment service server 400. As
described, the actual number of the mobile payment card
installed in user equipment 100 is not revealed to VAN
server 300 in accordance with at least one embodiment.

Payment service server 400 performs operations for pro-
viding a mobile payment service using a virtual mobile
payment card number in accordance with at least one
embodiment. Payment service server 400 may be a service
server of a payment card company. Particularly, payment
service server 400 may issue a mobile payment card to user
equipment 100 in response to a request therecof. Payment
service server 400 may provide a predetermined application
associated with a mobile payment card for a mobile payment
service. For example, payment service server 400 provides
an application that enables a user of user equipment 100 to
register typical payment cards at payment service server 400
as a mobile payment card or an application that enables a
consumer to enter information thereon as a mobile payment
card. Such an application may be a digital version of a
payment card.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, payment
service server 400 generates the predetermined number of
virtual card numbers per a mobile payment card issued to
user equipment 100. Particularly, one or more of the fol-
lowing 1) through viii) occurs:

i) Payment service server 400 generates the predeter-
mined number of virtual payment card numbers each
assigned with a valid time period. The number and the valid
time period may be determined by a user or a service
provider. The number and the valid time period may be
determined based on various factors. For example, the
number of virtual mobile payment card numbers may be
twenty four, thirty, and three hundred sixty five, and the
valid time period may be one hour and one day.

ii) Payment service server 400 generates each virtual
payment card number having the same format as compared
to the issued mobile payment card and a typical payment
card. For example, payment service server 400 generates a
virtual payment card number having sixteen digits of num-
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bers, which is the same numeral format of the typical
payment card as well as the issued mobile payment card.

iii) Payment service server 400 generates each virtual
payment card number having the same issuer identifier
number (e.g., first six digits) as compared to the issued
mobile payment card. As described, the first six digits of the
payment card number are the issuer identifier. Since the
virtual payment card number is processed through third
parties, POS terminal 200 and VAN server 300, the virtual
payment card number needs to have the same issuer iden-
tifier number.

iv) Payment service server 400 generates each virtual
payment card number having an account number (e.g., next
nine digits) different from an actual account number of the
issued mobile payment card.

v) Payment service server 400 generates ach virtual
payment card number having unique account number (e.g.,
next nine digits) different from other virtual payment card
numbers assigned to the same issued mobile payment card.

vi) Payment service server 400 generates each virtual
payment card number having unique account number
included in a predetermined virtual number range. For
example, the predetermined virtual number range may be
100000000 to 999999999, but the present invention is not
limited thereto. Such a predetermined virtual number range
may be decided differently by agreement between user and
a service provider.

vii) Payment service server 400 generates each virtual
payment card number having the last digit indicating a
virtual mobile payment card number. For example, the last
digit may be one of 1 to 9, but the present invention is not
limited thereto. Such a last digit may be decided differently
by agreement between a user and a service provider.

viil) Payment service server 400 regularly generates a
new set of virtual mobile payment card numbers at a
predetermined update cycle and updates and provides the
new set of virtual mobile payment card numbers to user
equipment 100. For example, such a predetermined update
cycle may be determined based on the number of virtual
mobile payment card numbers and an associated valid time
period. When the number of virtual mobile payment card
numbers assigned to one issued mobile payment card is
twenty four and the associated valid time period is one day,
payment service server 400 regenerates a new set of virtual
mobile payment card number every day and provides the
new set of virtual mobile payment card numbers to user
equipment 100. The present invention, however, is not
limited thereto. User equipment 100 may reuse the virtual
mobile payment card numbers without requesting regenera-
tion thereof.

The set of virtual mobile payment card numbers was
described as being generated by payment service server 400
and provided to user equipment 200. The present invention,
however, is not limited thereto. Such a set of virtual mobile
payment card numbers may be generated based on the same
algorithm by both of payment service server 400 and user
equipment 200 at the same interval. For example, user
equipment 200 and payment service server 400 share the
same algorithm to generate virtual payment card numbers
and generate a set of virtual payment card numbers using the
same shared algorithm at the same interval.

After the generation of the set of virtual card numbers,
payment service server 400 maps the set of virtual card
numbers to information on a respective mobile payment card
and stores the mapping information thereof. Based on such
stored mapping information, payment service server 400 can
trace back an actual mobile payment card number based on
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one of virtual mobile payment card numbers associated with
the mobile payment card. After storing the mapping infor-
mation and the generated virtual card numbers, payment
service server 400 transmits the set of virtual card numbers
to user equipment 100 having an associated issued mobile
payment card.

Payment service server 400 receives a payment request
from user equipment 100 through POS terminal 200 and
VAN server 300. Payment service server 400 determines
whether the payment request is made using a virtual mobile
payment card number of not. For example, payment service
server 400 may check whether an account number thereof is
included in a predetermined virtual payment card range or
not or check whether the last digit thereof indicates a virtual
payment card or not. When the payment request is deter-
mined as being made using a virtual mobile payment card
number, payment service server 400 searches for an actual
mobile payment card number based on the virtual mobile
payment card number and the payment initiation time based
on a mapping table stored in a memory thereof. After
obtaining the actual mobile payment card number, payment
service server 400 performs a payment approval procedure
and transmits a payment approval message based on the
result thereof to user equipment 100 through POS terminal
200 and VAN server 300.

As described, a payment of a purchase is made using a
mobile payment card without revealing an actual mobile
payment card number to POS terminal 200 and VAN server
300 in accordance with at least one embodiment. Before
describing such a payment processing method in accordance
with at least one embodiment, a typical payment processing
method will be described with reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2
illustrates a typical method of processing a payment made
using a mobile payment card.

Referring to FIG. 2, user equipment 100 requests payment
service server 400 for a mobile payment card at step S2010.
In response to the request, payment service server 400 issues
a mobile payment card to user equipment 100 at step S2020.
At step S2030, user equipment 100 digitally installs the
issued mobile payment card therein. At step S2040, user
equipment 100 determines whether a payment process is
initiated or not. Such determination may be made based on
a predetermined event generated in user equipment 100.

When user equipment 100 determines that the payment
process is initiated (Yes—S2040), user equipment 100 trans-
mits a payment request to POS terminal 200 at step S2050.
For example, user equipment 100 transmits the payment
request with payment card information including an actual
mobile payment card number to POS terminal 200.

At step S2060, POS terminal 200 receives from user
equipment 100 the payment request with the payment card
information including the actual mobile payment card num-
ber and transmits the same to VAN server 300. At step
S2070, VAN server 300 receives from POS terminal 200 the
payment request with the payment card information includ-
ing the actual mobile payment card number and transmits
the same to payment service server 400.

At step S2080, payment service server 400 receives the
payment request with the payment card information includ-
ing the actual mobile payment card number. At step S2090,
payment service server 400 performs a payment approval
process with the actual mobile payment card number. At step
S2100, payment service server 400 transmits a result of the
payment approval process to VAN server 300.

At step S2110, VAN server 300 receives the payment
approval result from payment service server 400 and trans-
mits the same to POS terminal 200. At step S2120, POS
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terminal 200 receives the payment approval result from
VAN server 300 and completes the payment process with the
actual mobile payment card number based on the received
payment approval result. Furthermore, POS terminal 200
transmits a result of the payment process to user equipment
100. At step S2130, user equipment 100 receives the result
of the payment process from POS terminal 200 and displays
the received result thereon.

As described, the actual mobile payment card number is
disclosed to third parties of a payment processing system,
such as POS terminal 200 and VAN server 300. Such
payment card information (e.g., the actual mobile payment
card number) might be illegally captured from a data path to
POS terminal 200 or VAN server 300 and directly from POS
terminal 200 or VAN server 300.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, a virtual
mobile card number is used to process a payment made
using a mobile payment card of user equipment 100 instead
of using the actual mobile card number. Such a method of
processing a payment using a virtual mobile payment card
number in accordance with at least one embodiment will be
described with reference to FIG. 3. For convenience of
description and ease of understanding, payment service
server 400 will be described as generating twenty four
virtual mobile payment card numbers for a respective
mobile payment card and each assigned with a valid time
period of one hour. However, the present invention is not
limited thereto.

FIG. 3 illustrates a method of processing a payment made
through a virtual mobile payment card number in accor-
dance with at least one embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 3, user equipment 100 requests payment
service server 400 to issue a mobile payment card at step
S3010. For example, user equipment 100 accesses payment
service server 400 and applies for an associated mobile
payment card through an application installed in user equip-
ment 100. Although the mobile payment card is described as
being issued from payment service server 400, the present
invention is not limited thereto. A mobile payment card may
be digitally installed in user equipment 100 by registering a
payment card (e.g., a typical plastic payment card) at pay-
ment service server 400 through an associated application
installed in user equipment 100. Furthermore, a digital
version of a typical payment card may be installed, as a
mobile payment card, in user equipment 100 for a mobile
payment service.

At step S3020, payment service server 400 issues a
mobile payment card to user equipment 100 in response to
the request. For example, payment service server 400 may
perform a mobile payment card issuance procedure in
response to the request from user equipment 100. Based on
the result of performing the mobile payment card issuance
procedure, payment service server 400 may approve the
request of user equipment 100 for the issuance of the mobile
payment card and provide a digital version of the mobile
payment card, such as a mobile payment card application
(App) to user equipment 100.

At step S3030, user equipment 100 receives the digital
version of the issued mobile payment card from payment
service server 400 and installs the mobile payment card
therein.

At step S3040, payment service server 400 generates a
predetermined number of virtual payment card numbers for
the issued payment card. For example, i) Payment service
server 400 generates twenty four virtual payment card
numbers each assigned with a valid time period of one hour.
i) Each virtual payment card number has the same format as
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compared to the issued mobile payment card. iii) Each
virtual payment card number has the same identifier (e.g.,
first six digits) as compared to the issued mobile payment
card. iv) Each virtual payment card number has unique
account number (e.g., next nine digits) different from that
from the issued mobile payment card. v) Each virtual
payment card number has unique account number (e.g., next
nine digits) different from other virtual payment card num-
ber. vi) Each virtual payment card number has unique
account number included in a predetermined virtual number
range 100000000 to 999999999. vii) Each virtual payment
card number has the last digit (e.g., 9) indicating a virtual
mobile payment card number. viii) Payment service server
400 regularly generates a new set of virtual mobile payment
card numbers at an interval of one day and updates and
provides the new set of virtual mobile payment card num-
bers to user equipment 100.

At step S3050, payment service server 400 maps the set
of virtual payment card number with information on the
issued payment card. Table 1 shows a mapping table show-
ing relation between the set of virtual payment card number
and the issued payment card.

TABLE 1
Virtual mobile
Issued mobile payment card VTP payment card number
123456 068090910 1 T1 (1 AM) 123456 100000000 9
(first mobile payment card) T2 (2 AM) 123456 100123456 9
T3 (3 AM) 123456 143567234 9
T4 (4 AM) 123456 187689864 9
T5 (5 AM) 123456 100587675 9
T6 (6 AM) 123456 100124579 9
T23 (11 PM) 123456 100356899 9
T24 (12 PM) 123456 100935536 9
123456 001005217 1 T1 (1 AM) 123456 100356789 9
(second mobile payment T2 (2 AM) 123456 100123322 9
card) T3 (3 AM) 123456 143561111 9
T4 (4 AM) 123456 187687990 9
T5 (5 AM) 123456 100584255 9
T6 (6 AM) 123456 100124533 9
T23 (11 PM) 123456 102356899 9
T24 (12 PM) 123456 103935536 9

*VTP: valid time period

At step S3060, payment service server 400 stores the
mapping information between the set of virtual payment
card numbers and the issued mobile payment card. At step
S3070, payment service server 400 transmits the set of
generated virtual payment card numbers to user equipment
100.

At step S3080, user equipment 100 receives the set of the
virtual payment card numbers associated with the issued
mobile payment card and stores the received set of virtual
payment card numbers. Table 2 shows a mapping table of the
received virtual payment card numbers associated with the
issued mobile payment card, which is stored in a memory of
user equipment 100.
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TABLE 2
Virtual mobile
Issued mobile payment card VTP payment card number
123456 068090910 1 T1 (1 AM) 123456 100000000 9
(first mobile payment card) T2 (2 AM) 123456 100123456 9
T3 (3 AM) 123456 143567234 9
T4 (4 AM) 123456 187689864 9
T5 (5 AM) 123456 100587675 9
T6 (6 AM) 123456 100124579 9
T23 (11 PM) 123456 100356899 9
T24 (12 PM) 123456 100935536 9

* VTP: valid time period.

At step S3090, user equipment 100 determines whether a
payment process is initiated or not. Such determination may
be made based on a predetermined event generated in user
equipment 100. For example, such a predetermined event
may be initiation of a mobile payment service application,
receipt of a predetermined signal from POS terminal 200,
recognition of a mobile payment card installed in user
equipment 100 by POS terminal 200, or scanning of a
predetermined code image displayed on user equipment 100
by POS terminal 200.

At step S3100, user equipment 100 confirms a current
time as a payment initiation time and selects one of the
virtual mobile card numbers based on the payment initiation
time. For example, when the payment initiation time is 6:15
AM, user equipment 100 selects a virtual mobile card
number corresponding to a valid time period of 6:00 AM.
Accordingly, user equipment 100 selects a virtual mobile
payment card number of “123456 100124579 9” from the
mapping table stored in a memory of user equipment 100.

At step S3110, user equipment 100 transmits a payment
request with payment card information including the
selected virtual mobile payment card number (e.g., 123456
100124579 9) and the payment initiation time (e.g., 6:15
AM) to POS terminal 200. At step S3120, POS terminal 200
receives from user equipment 100 the payment request with
the payment card information including the selected virtual
mobile payment card number and the payment initiation
time and transmits the same to VAN server 300. At step
S3130, VAN server 300 receives from POS terminal 200 the
payment request with the payment card information includ-
ing the selected virtual mobile payment card number and the
payment initiation time and transmits the same to payment
service server 400.

At step S3140, payment service server 400 receives the
payment request with the payment card information includ-
ing the virtual payment card number and the payment
initiation time.

At step S3150, payment service server 400 determines
whether the received payment request is made using a
virtual mobile payment card number or not. For example,
payment service server 400 checks an account number or a
check digit of a mobile payment card number included in the
payment card information. When the account number is in
the virtual card number range (e.g., 100000000 to
999999999), payment service server 400 determines that the
received payment request is made using a virtual mobile
payment card number. Alternatively, when the check digit is
the predetermined number such as 9, payment service server
400 determines that the received payment card information
is for the virtual mobile payment card number.
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When payment service server 400 determines that the
received payment request is made using the virtual mobile
payment card number (Yes—S3150), payment service
server 400 searches for an actual mobile payment card
number based on a virtual mobile payment card number and
a payment initiation time included in the received payment
request at step S3160. Payment service server 400 may use
the mapping table stored in a memory thereof, as shown in
Table 1, to find the actual mobile payment card number
associated with the received virtual mobile payment card. At
step S3170, payment service server 400 performs a payment
approval process based on the actual mobile payment card
number mapped to the received virtual mobile payment
card.

When payment service server 400 determines that the
received payment request is made using an actual mobile
payment card number (No—S3150), payment service server
400 obtains the actual mobile payment card number
included in the received payment request at step S3180 and
performs a payment approval process based on the obtained
actual mobile payment card number at step S3170.

At step S3190, payment service server 400 transmits the
result of the payment approval process to VAN server 300.
At step S3200, VAN server 300 receives the payment
approval result from payment service server 400 and trans-
fers the received payment approval result to POS terminal
200. At step S3210, POS terminal 200 completes the pay-
ment process based on the received payment approval result
from VAN server 300. Furthermore, POS terminal 200
transmits the payment process result to user equipment 100.
At step S3220, user equipment 100 receives the payment
process result from POS terminal 200 and displays the result
thereon.

As described, user equipment 100 receives a set of virtual
card numbers associated with an issued mobile payment
card from payment service server 400, selects one of the
virtual card numbers based on a payment initiation time, and
transmits a payment request with the selected virtual card
number to payment service server 400 through POS terminal
200 and VAN server 300 in accordance with at least one
embodiment. That is, user equipment 100 makes a payment
using a mobile payment card without revealing an actual
mobile payment card number to third parties of a payment
processing system in accordance with at least one embodi-
ment. Hereinafter, such user equipment 100 will be
described with reference to FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 illustrates user equipment for making a payment
using a mobile payment card without revealing a mobile
payment card number to third parties of a payment process-
ing system in accordance with at least one embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 4, user equipment 100 includes com-
munication circuit 110, memory 120, input circuit 130,
display 140, and processor 150.

Communication circuit 110 transmits and receives signals
to/from other entities (e.g., POS terminal 200, VAN server
300, and payment service server 400) through a communi-
cation network based on various types of communication
schemes. For convenience and ease of understanding, user
equipment 100 is illustrated as having one communication
circuit in FIG. 4, but the present invention is not limited
thereto. For example, user equipment 100 may include more
than two communication circuits each employing different
communication scheme. Communication circuit 110 may be
referred to as a transceiver and include at least one of a
mobile communication circuit, a wireless internet circuit, a
near field communication (NFC) circuit, a global positioning
signal receiving circuit, and so forth. Particularly, commu-
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nication circuit 110 may include a short distance commu-
nication circuit for short distance communication, such as
NFC, and a mobile communication circuit for long range
communication through a mobile communication network,
such as long term evolution (LTE) communication or wire-
less data communication (e.g., WiFi). Through the short
distance communication circuit, user equipment 100 might
communicate with POS terminal 200. Through the mobile
communication circuit, user equipment 100 might commu-
nicate with payment service server 400 or VAN server 300
through various types of communication networks.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, communi-
cation circuit 110 receives a mobile payment card issued
from payment service server 400, such as a digital version
thereof or an associated application (e.g., App) and/or vari-
ous types of applications for providing a mobile payment
service. Furthermore, communication circuit 110 receives a
set of virtual payment card numbers associated with the
issued mobile payment card from payment service server
400. In addition, communication circuit 11 transmits a
payment request with one of the virtual payment card
numbers, selected based on a payment initiation time, to
POS terminal 200 and receives a payment process result
from POS terminal 200.

Memory 120 stores various types of data including oper-
ating system for controlling user equipment 100 and at least
one application necessary for providing the mobile payment
service in accordance with at least one embodiment. For
example, memory 220 may store an application for request-
ing an associated service server to issue a mobile payment
card, an application for registering a plastic payment card as
a mobile payment card at payment service server 400, an
application for entering information on a plastic payment
card as a mobile payment card, an application for a mobile
payment server, and so forth. Furthermore, memory 120
stores various types of data generated during performing
operations in user equipment 100.

In accordance with at least one embodiment, memory 120
stores a set of virtual payment card numbers associated with
the issued mobile payment card. Such a set of virtual
payment card numbers are stored in a mapping table, as
shown in Table 2.

Input circuit 120 receives various types of inputs for
performing operations associated with a mobile payment
service. For example, input circuit 120 may receive an input
that initiates an application for a mobile payment service, an
input that requests the issuance of a mobile payment card to
payment processing server 400, an input for making a
payment of a purchase with the issued mobile payment card,
and so forth. Such input circuit 120 may be a touch screen
disposed on display 140.

Display 140 displays various types of data and message
generated in user equipment 100. For example, display 140
displays the result of processing based on the received input
through a graphic user interface. Display 140 displays
various graphic user interfaces as a result of initiating
various types of applications associated with the mobile
payment service and displaying information generated as a
result of performing the applications through the graphic
user interfaces.

Processor 150 is a central processing circuitry that con-
trols constituent elements of user equipment 100, such as
communication circuit 110, memory 120, input circuit 130,
and display 140 based on inputs received through input
circuit 130 or based on results of performing operations
associated with the mobile payment service.
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In accordance with at least one embodiment, processor
150 determines a payment initiation time upon the genera-
tion of a predetermined event. Processor 150 selects one of
virtual payment card numbers corresponding to the deter-
mined payment initiation time from a set of virtual payment
card numbers stored in memory 120. Processor 150 trans-
mits a payment request with payment card information
including the selected virtual payment card number to POS
terminal 200 through communication circuit 110.

As described, user equipment 100 receives a set of virtual
mobile card numbers from payment service server 400 in
accordance with at least one embodiment. Hereinafter, pay-
ment service server 400 for generating a set of virtual mobile
card numbers associated with an issued mobile payment
card in accordance with at least one embodiment will be
described with reference to FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 illustrates a payment service server for processing
a payment made using a virtual mobile card number in
accordance with at least one embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 5, payment service server 400 includes
receiver 410, transmitter 420, memory 430, and processor
440.

Receiver 410 receives various types of signals, data, and
messages from user equipment 100 through POS terminal
200 and VAN server 300. For example, receiver 410 receives
a request for applications associated with a mobile payment
service, a request for issuing a mobile payment card, a
request for registering a payment card as a mobile payment
card, and a request for processing a payment made using a
virtual mobile payment card number.

Transmitter 420 transmits signals, data, and message to
user equipment 100 through POS terminal 200 and VAN
server 300. For example, transmitter 420 transmits applica-
tions associated with a mobile payment service in response
to a request from user equipment 100, a digital version of a
mobile payment card in response to the request for the
issuance of a mobile payment card, a set of virtual payment
card numbers associated with a respective mobile payment
card, and a payment approval message as a result of pro-
cessing a payment request from user equipment 100.

Memory 430 stores applications necessary for providing
the mobile payment service, information on user equipment
(e.g., user equipment 100) registered as a member for a
mobile payment service, information on a respective mobile
payment card issued to respective member user equipment,
a set of virtual payment card numbers associated with a
respective mobile payment card in a mapping table as shown
in Table 1, and so forth. Furthermore, memory 430 stores
various types of data generated during processing a payment
request from user equipment 100, such as a payment
approval message thereof.

Processor 440 is a central processing circuitry for per-
forming operations for providing a mobile payment service
in accordance with at least one embodiment. For example,
processor 440 performs operations of issuing a mobile
payment card to user equipment 100 in response to a request
therefrom.

Processor 440 also performs operations of generating a set
of virtual payment card numbers associated with a respec-
tive mobile payment card issued to user equipment 100 and
transmitting the generated set of virtual payment card num-
bers. Processor 440 generates the set of virtual payment card
numbers as follows. 1) The predetermined number of virtual
payment card numbers is generated and each is assigned
with a valid time period. ii) Each virtual payment card
number is generated to have the same format as compared to
the issued mobile payment card and a typical payment card.
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iii) Each virtual payment card number is generated to have
the same issuer identifier number (e.g., first six digits) as
compared to the issued mobile payment card. iv) Each
virtual payment card number is generated to have an account
number (e.g., next nine digits) different from an actual
account number of the issued mobile payment card. v) Each
virtual payment card number is generated to have unique
account number (e.g., next nine digits) different from other
virtual payment card numbers assigned to the same issued
mobile payment card. vi) Each virtual payment card number
is generated to have unique account number included in a
predetermined virtual number range. vii) Each virtual pay-
ment card number is generated to have the last digit indi-
cating a virtual mobile payment card number. viii) A new set
of virtual mobile payment card numbers is regularly gener-
ated at a predetermined update cycle and updated and
provided to user equipment 100

Processor 440 performs operations of determining
whether a payment request is made using a virtual mobile
payment card number when payment service server 400
receives a payment request from user equipment 100. Par-
ticularly, processor 440 determines whether a payment card
number included in a payment request from user equipment
100 is a virtual payment card number or not. Processor 440
may determine whether the received payment card number
is in a predetermined range indicating a virtual payment
card. Alternatively, processor 440 determines whether a
check digit of the received payment card number indicates
a virtual payment card or not.

Processor 440 performs operations of searching an actual
payment card number corresponding to the received virtual
payment card number when the received payment card
number is determined as a virtual payment card number.
Processor 440 performs operations for performing a pay-
ment approval procedure based on the actual payment card
number associated with the virtual payment card number. As
a result of the payment approval procedure, processor 46
performs operations for transmitting a payment approval
message to user equipment 100 through POS terminal 200
and VAN server 300 in accordance with at least one embodi-
ment.

Reference herein to “one embodiment” or “an embodi-
ment” means that a particular feature, structure, or charac-
teristic described in connection with the embodiment can be
included in at least one embodiment of the invention. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment, nor are separate or alternative
embodiments necessarily mutually exclusive of other
embodiments. The same applies to the term “implementa-
tion.”

As used in this application, the word “exemplary” is used
herein to mean serving as an example, instance, or illustra-
tion. Any aspect or design described herein as “exemplary”
is not necessarily to be construed as preferred or advanta-
geous over other aspects or designs. Rather, use of the word
exemplary is intended to present concepts in a concrete
fashion.

Additionally, the term “or” is intended to mean an inclu-
sive “or” rather than an exclusive “or”. That is, unless
specified otherwise, or clear from context, “X employs A or
B” is intended to mean any of the natural inclusive permu-
tations. That is, if X employs A; X employs B; or X employs
both A and B, then “X employs A or B” is satisfied under any
of the foregoing instances. In addition, the articles “a” and
“an” as used in this application and the appended claims
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should generally be construed to mean “one or more” unless
specified otherwise or clear from context to be directed to a
singular form.

Moreover, the terms “system,” “component,” “module,”
“interface,”, “model” or the like are generally intended to
refer to a computer-related entity, either hardware, a com-
bination of hardware and software, software, or software in
execution. For example, a component may be, but is not
limited to being, a process running on a processor, a pro-
cessor, an object, an executable, a thread of execution, a
program, and/or a computer. By way of illustration, both an
application running on a controller and the controller can be
a component. One or more components may reside within a
process and/or thread of execution and a component may be
localized on one computer and/or distributed between two or
more computers.

The present invention can be embodied in the form of
methods and apparatuses for practicing those methods. The
present invention can also be embodied in the form of
program code embodied in tangible media, non-transitory
media, such as magnetic recording media, optical recording
media, solid state memory, floppy diskettes, CD-ROMs,
hard drives, or any other machine-readable storage medium,
wherein, when the program code is loaded into and executed
by a machine, such as a computer, the machine becomes an
apparatus for practicing the invention. The present invention
can also be embodied in the form of program code, for
example, whether stored in a storage medium, loaded into
and/or executed by a machine, or transmitted over some
transmission medium or carrier, such as over electrical
wiring or cabling, through fiber optics, or via electromag-
netic radiation, wherein, when the program code is loaded
into and executed by a machine, such as a computer, the
machine becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention.
When implemented on a general-purpose processor, the
program code segments combine with the processor to
provide a unique device that operates analogously to specific
logic circuits. The present invention can also be embodied in
the form of a bitstream or other sequence of signal values
electrically or optically transmitted through a medium,
stored magnetic-field variations in a magnetic recording
medium, etc., generated using a method and/or an apparatus
of the present invention.

It should be understood that the steps of the exemplary
methods set forth herein are not necessarily required to be
performed in the order described, and the order of the steps
of such methods should be understood to be merely exem-
plary. Likewise, additional steps may be included in such
methods, and certain steps may be omitted or combined, in
methods consistent with various embodiments of the present
invention.

As used herein in reference to an element and a standard,
the term “compatible” means that the element communicates
with other elements in a manner wholly or partially specified
by the standard, and would be recognized by other elements
as sufficiently capable of communicating with the other
elements in the manner specified by the standard. The
compatible element does not need to operate internally in a
manner specified by the standard.

No claim element herein is to be construed under the
provisions of 35 U.S.C. §112, sixth paragraph, unless the
element is expressly recited using the phrase “means for” or
“step for.”

Although embodiments of the present invention have
been described herein, it should be understood that the
foregoing embodiments and advantages are merely
examples and are not to be construed as limiting the present
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invention or the scope of the claims. Numerous other
modifications and embodiments can be devised by those
skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and scope of
the principles of this disclosure, and the present teaching can
also be readily applied to other types of apparatuses. More
particularly, various variations and modifications are pos-
sible in the component parts and/or arrangements of the
subject combination arrangement within the scope of the
disclosure, the drawings and the appended claims. In addi-
tion to variations and modifications in the component parts
and/or arrangements, alternative uses will also be apparent
to those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of preventing payment card information from
being revealed to third parties, by a user equipment includ-
ing at least one processor, at least one memory, and at least
one communication circuit, the method comprising:

receiving, from a server, a message including information

on a set of virtual mobile payment card numbers
assigned to a mobile payment card of user equipment
through a communication link established between the
server and the user equipment;

selecting, by the user equipment, one of the received

virtual mobile payment card numbers based on a pay-
ment initiation time upon generation of a predeter-
mined event the selecting includes:

selecting a virtual mobile payment card number assigned

a valid time period matched with the payment initiation
time, where the payment initiation time is a date and
time of initiating a payment; and

generating, by the user equipment payment request to

include information on the selected virtual mobile
payment card number with the payment initiation time;
and

transmitting a payment request message with information

on the selected virtual mobile payment card number
and the payment initiation time to the server through at
least one of a point-of-sale (POS) terminal and a
value-added network (VAN) server.

2. The method of claim 1, comprising:

storing the received virtual mobile payment card numbers

each assigned with a predetermined valid time period in
association with information on the issued mobile
payment card in a format of a mapping table.

3. The method of claim 1, comprising:

transmitting the payment request with the selected virtual

mobile payment card number and the payment initia-
tion time is transmitted to the POS terminal,

wherein the POS terminal receives from the user equip-

ment and transmits to the VAN server the received
payment request with the selected virtual mobile pay-
ment card number and the payment initiation time and
the VAN server receives from the POS terminal and
transmits to the server the received payment request
with the selected virtual mobile payment card number
and the payment initiation time.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving includes:
receiving a new set of virtual mobile payment card
numbers at a regular interval from the server; and
updating a previous set of virtual mobile payment card
numbers based on the new set of virtual mobile pay-

ment card numbers; and

storing the updated set of virtual mobile payment card

numbers each assigned with a predetermined valid time
period in association with information on the issued
mobile payment card in a format of a mapping table.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the set of virtual mobile payment card numbers includes
a predetermined number of virtual mobile card num-
bers;

each virtual mobile payment card number is assigned with

a predetermined valid time period;

each virtual payment card number has a numeral format

identical to the issued mobile payment card;

each virtual payment card number has an issuer identifier

identical the issued mobile payment card;

each virtual payment card number has an account number

different from an actual account number of the issued
mobile payment card; and

each virtual payment card number has a unique account

number different from other virtual payment card num-
bers assigned to the same issued mobile payment card.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein:

each virtual payment card number has an unique account

number included in a predetermined virtual number
range; and

each virtual payment card number has a check digit

indicating a virtual mobile payment card number.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein:

each virtual mobile payment card number has a sequence

of sixteen numeral digits;
each virtual mobile payment card number includes a first
six of the numeral digits indicating an issuer identifier
and identical to the issued mobile payment card; and

each virtual mobile payment card number has a next nine
of the numeral digits indicating an account number and
included in a predetermined virtual payment card num-
ber range.

8. User equipment for preventing payment card informa-
tion from being revealed to third parties, by a user equip-
ment including at least one processor, at least one memory,
and at least one communication circuit, the user equipment
comprising:

at least one communication circuit configured to establish

a link to at least one of a server, a point-of-sale (POS)
terminal, and a value-added network (VAN) server, to
transmit digital messages to the at least one of the
server, the POS terminal, and the VAN server, and to
receive information from the at least one of the server,
the POS terminal, and the VAN server through the
established link;

at least one memory configured to store information

associated with preventing payment card information
from being revealed to third parties; and

at least one processor configured to control the at least one

communication circuit and the at least one memory and
to perform operations based on the digital messages
transmitted and received through the at least one com-
munication circuit and based on the information stored
in the at least one memory,

wherein the at least one processor is configured to:

receive, from the server, a message including information

on a set of virtual mobile payment card numbers

assigned to a mobile payment card issued to the user

equipment;

select, by the user equipment, one of the received
virtual mobile payment card numbers based on a
payment initiation time upon generation of a prede-
termined event the selecting includes:

selecting a virtual mobile payment card number assigned

a valid time period matched with the payment initiation
time, where the payment initiation time is a date and
time of initiating a payment; and
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generating, by the user equipment payment request to
include information on the selected virtual mobile
payment card number with the payment initiation time;
and

transmit a payment request message with the selected
virtual mobile payment card number and the payment
initiation time to the server through at least one of the
point-of-sale (POS) terminal and the value-added net-
work (VAN) server.

9. The user equipment of claim 8, wherein the at least one

processor is configured to:

receive a new set of virtual mobile payment card numbers
at a regular interval from the server;

update a previous set of virtual mobile payment card
numbers with the new set of virtual mobile payment
card numbers; and

store the updated set of virtual mobile payment card
numbers each assigned with a predetermined valid time
period in association with information on the issued
mobile payment card in a format of a mapping table.

10. The user equipment of claim 8, wherein the server is

configured to:

generate a predetermined number of virtual mobile card
numbers as the set of virtual mobile payment card
numbers assigned to the issued mobile payment card;

10

15

20

22

generate each virtual mobile payment card number to be
assigned with a predetermined valid time period;

generate each virtual payment card number to have a
numeral format identical to the issued mobile payment
card;

generate each virtual payment card number to have an
issuer identifier identical the issued mobile payment
card;

generate each virtual payment card number to have an
account number different from an actual account num-
ber of the issued mobile payment card;

generate each virtual payment card number to have an
unique account number different from other virtual
payment card numbers assigned to the same issued
mobile payment card;

generate each virtual payment card number to have an
unique account number included in a predetermined
virtual number range; and

generate each virtual payment card number to have a

check digit indicating a virtual mobile payment card
number.



